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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: PRESS COVERAGE OF VANCE-OWEN VISIT 

1 . RHODESIA HERALD OF APRIL 18 FEATURED HEAVY COVERAGE OF 
VANCE-OWEN VISIT HIGHLIGHTING SMITH S PROMISE TO GIVE 
MATURE CONSIDERATION TO PROPOSAL FOR ALL-PARTY CONFERENCE. 
PROMINENT FRONT PAGE COVERAGE ALSO GIVEN TO ZUPO DEMONSTRATORS 
WHO PELTED MOTORCADE ON WAY TO AIRPORT WITH EGGS AND TOMATOES. 

2. INTERPRETIVE REPORTING FOCUSED ON ALLEGED STATEMENT 
MADE "DURING BREAK IN THE TALKS BY BRITISH AND AMERICAN 
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SOURCES" THAT NKOMO AND MUGABE PUBLIC STATEMENTS DID 
NOT REFLECT THEIR TRUE POSITIONS AND THAT NKOMO COULD BE 
PERSUADED TO RETURN TO TAKE PART IN THE INTERIM SETTLEMENT. 

3. ANOTHER COLUMN CLAIMED THAT OWEN IS CONFIDENT 

THAT THE RHODESIANS CAN HOLD OUT MILITARILY MUCH LONGER 
THAN AMERICANS THINK HE CAN. IT ALSO CLAIMED THAT 
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PATRIOTIC FRONT DEMANDS FOR A ROLE IN THE POLICE HAVE 
BEEN DISMISSED OUT OF HAND AND THAT THE FRONT LINE 
PRESIDENTS AGREE THAT THE POLICE SHOULD REMAIN 
UNCHANGED. 

4. HERALD EDITORIAL SUPPORTED IDEA OF RHODESIAN 
PARTICIPATION IN AN ALL PARTIES CONFERENCE AND URGED 
NEED FOR COMPROMISE ON BOTH SIDES. 

5. RHODESIAN TELEVISION ON APRIL 17 GAVE EXTENSIVE 
COVERAGE TO ALL ASPECTS OF THE VISIT INCLUDING FULL 
COVERAGE OF VANCE-OWEN PRESS CONFERENCE FOLLOWING THE 
TALKS. RHODESIAN CENSORS, HOWEVER, FORBADE AIRING OF THE 
INTERVIEW GIVEN AT MARIMBA HOUSE PRIOR TO DEPARTURE. ONLY 
AFTER ALL-DAY TUSSLE BETWEEN CENSORS AND RHODESIAN TV 
NEWS BUREAU WAS THE INTERVIEW FINALLY BROADCAST ON TUESDAY 
EVENING. 

6. HERALD OF APRIL 19 GAVE PRINCIPAL COVERAGE TO 
OWEN’S APPEARANCE IN PARLIAMENT. INTERPRETIVE PIECE 
CLAIMS THAT US-UK DELEGATION SHOWED CONCERN OVER TRIBAL 
WARFARE IN RHODESIA, ADDUCING THIS AS REASON FOR GETTING 
NKOMO (BUT NOT NECESSARILY MUGABE) INTO SETTLEMENT. 
PROMINENT FRONT PAGE COVERAGE GIVEN TO ALLEGED 
STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR YOUNG THAT PF LEADERS ARE 
SEEKING PERSONAL POWER. THIS IS SAID TO INDICATE A 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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GROWING RIFT BETWEEN THE US AND THE PF. 

7. FOREGOING PREPARED IN SALISBURY BY THORNTON (NSC). 

NELSON 
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